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As to the actual process of partition, something

must be added to what has already been said in the

previous chapter*   Two different methods were

practised by European States in subjecting Africa,

In 1880 a few States, like   Britain, France, and

Portugal, already had a small foothold in various

parts of the continent, e.g* France held Algeria

and  small undefined possessions in Senegal and

Gabun;   Britain held  Cape  Colony and three

small colonies on the west coast;   Portugal had

old standing claims to an undefined area both on

the west and east coasts.   When in the "eighties

the policy of economic imperialism began to assert

itself, it was natural that these three States should

make  their possessions jumping off places for

further expansion*   This they did either by laying

claim to enormous and undefined areas of land

lying around the original possession and then by

attempting to " make their occupation effective,"

or by finding some pretext for military operations

against and conquest of the neighbouring tribes or

native rulers*   It was by this method that the

French  added   Tunis  to  Algeria,   the  Saharan

empire  to   Tunis  and  Algeria,   and  eventually

rounded off their Mediterranean African empire

by annexing Morocco*   At the same time by a